FOREWORD.

My long sojourn in Balachistan, and my connection with
the last two censuses of the Province and the preparation
of the Provincial and District Gazetteers have enabled me
to make a study of the social and religious life of the
domiciled Hindus under circumstances of exceptional advan-
tage. The result of this study is the material on which
this monograph is based.

The draft was very kindly examined by Lieut-Colonel
A. L. Duke, I.M.S., Chief Medical Officer, Balochistan, and
emerged from his hands considerably improved* For this
kindly help I am indebted to him. It was then revised and
edited by Mr. Denys Bray, I.C.S., late Superintendent of
Census Operations in BalQchistan, It was mainly in obe-
dience to his wishes that I had undertaken this work, and
he took great interest in every stage of its preparation and
gave me his most valuable advice. I take this opportunity
to tender my grateful thanks to him.

My knowledge of the customs and manners of the Hindus
of India is second hand only. I received my early educa-
tion and training in a frontier district and have lived in
Balachiststn for the last thirty years in complete isolation
from kinsfolk in the Punjab. I have therefore had to rely on
external help and the authorities I have consulted are
quoted in the attached list.

I have also to acknowledge with thanks the valuable help
I received from Rai Sahib Lai a Ladha Ram Nanda,
Lala Lachhman Dass Sethi and Pandit Rikhi K6sh of the
local Sanatan Dharm Sabha.

JAMIAT RAI.

i
gth June 1913.
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